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and by purchasing rights of self-government the latter were enabled to sweep
away some of the restrictions which hampered trade.

The strain of the busy life which Henry had lived began to tell on him
when he reached the sixties. He was taken seriously ill at Windsor at Christmas
1132, and for some days his life was despaired of; but within a month ho was
reported to be on the mend, and his recovery was hastened by the news
that he was a grandfather (March 1133). In August he went over to Normandy
to see his little grandson, and for nearly a year remained at Rouen with his
daughter and her children.1 He was supremely happy, and nothing gave him
greater pleasure than to dangle the babies at his knees.

The news that Welsh rebels had burnt the castle of Pain fits John, one of
his judges and sheriff of Herefordshire and Shropshire, dispelled the old king's
comfortable domestic bliss ; and he made ready to return home to lead another
expedition into Wales. But as he was about to embark his son-in-law picked a
quarrel with him, and the inevitable result was that the disaffected barons of
Normandy joined with Geoffrey against him. Others had to deal with the
Welsh : he remained behind to punish his son-in-law's turbulent friends. His
refusal to pardon one of them led to a quarrel with his daughter Matilda, and
in a rage she left him, taking with her the two little boys upon whom he had
lavished so much affection. The parting brought him great unhappiness, and
in consequence his health was seriously impaired. Towards the end of November,
when out hunting in the forest of Lyons, he was taken violently ill, the result,
so it was said, of eating lampreys ; and knowing that the end was near he sent
his men to bring Archbishop Hugh of Rouen to minister to him. In the evening
of ist December 1135 Henry died, at peace with God and man. They buried
his bowels in the church of St Mary de Pre at EmandrSville, which was one
of his mother's foundations : his body, after lying in state in St Stephen's in
Caen for a month, was carried over the Channel to be buried in the church of
the abbey which he had founded in Reading.

His English subjects mourned him. " Good man he was, and great awe
there was of him/' said the English chronicler. " No man durst niisdo another
in his time. Peace he made for man and deer. Whoso bare his burden of gold
and silver no man durst say to him aught but good/'

FOREMOST AMONG THE barons who had done homage to Matilda in 1126
and 1131 was Stephen of Boulogne, the third son of Count Stephen Henry of
Blois and Chartres by his wife Adela, the daughter of William the Bastard. He
was an attractive young man; warm-hearted and impulsive; brave and
chivalrous* Born between 1097 and noo he had been brought up at the court
of his uncle, the dead king Henry, who not only saw that he received a good

* Matilda gave birth to a second son, Geoflrey, in 1134 (Whiten),